THIS SUNDAY October 14 & BEYOND”
“SHARE”
Introduction: This week's reflection is written
by a Chinese believer from Hong Kong, Shiu
Lan.
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran
up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and
mother.'" He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." Jesus, looking
at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." When he
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" And the disciples were perplexed at these words.
But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God." They were greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be
saved?" Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for
God all things are possible."
How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” Jesus said
to his disciples in this Sunday’s Gospel Reading (Mark 10:23). For those of us who
live in the affluent first world, we are well to do, to say the least. It is easier for us to
own a house or houses, a car or cars, the latest electronic devices, go on vacations,
have investments and put away savings for the future. Are we not rich? We may not
consider ourselves rich, because in the first world, personal assets are measured in
billions. But compared to the rest of the world, we are living in luxury. The Gospel
Reading is a powerful reminder that the lifestyle that comes with worldly success
and riches will lead us into temptation, and excessive pursuit of material things and

pleasures will lead to an insatiable craving, creating a spiritual void in us that is the
root cause of sin.
When we see the wealth accumulation by big businesses in the global economy, we
can see easily the exploitation behind the wealth accumulation, exploitation of the
country where they establish their business and exploitation of the workers who
work there. But we must be mindful that it is not only big businesses that exploit,
we may also be exploiting although inadvertently. Have we been stingy with the tip
to servers in restaurants? How about the elderly handy person, gardener or cleaning
person. Are they getting their fair share of compensation? We must make sure we do
not play a part in creating income polarization in society and in the world and in
making the poor poorer.
We must be mindful that in many ways, we fit into the category of those who have
wealth that Jesus talked about. Other than living responsibly, there are a myriad of
things that we can do for our own sake, for our community and for the world. We
must not exploit, we must give generously to share our affluence with the
marginalized, the abandoned in our society and all those who suffer immensely from
poverty and persecution in the rest of the world.
Fr. Robert G. Eaton, Interim Rector

Readings for this Sunday – The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 5:6-15 Psalm 90:1-8, 12 Hebrews 3:1-6 Mark 10:17-31
CALENDAR

SUNDAY: The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
8:00a Low Mass (Church)
10:30a Solemn High Mass (Church)
7:00p Solemn Evensong and Benediction
—The entrance to the church is on 6th Avenue—
Note: Coffee Hour & Fellowship follow the Mass in the Parish Hall.
MONDAY:
7:00p (AA) Doctors’ Group (Fireside Room)
TUESDAY:
Noon Mass (St. Mary’s Chapel)
FRIDAY: AA Meetings
8:00p Ladies’ Group (Fireside Room)
8:15p Men’s Group (Parish Hall)
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