THIS SUNDAY November 24 & BEYOND
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords

Our Church Calendar year is complete with
Sunday’s celebration of worship in this final
season of Sundays after the Feast of Pentecost. It
is also the completion of two years of being a
“parish in transition”, as we have searched and
prayed and discerned a new priest and pastor who
will be the new All Saints rector. If you can join
us, or if you are reading this and cannot be with
us, the Gospel reading (the Good News of Jesus
Christ reading) is about Jesus riding into Jerusalem in a grand entrance with shouts
and cries of Jesus being the hoped-for Messiah. I suppose it would have been a
grand way to usher in the ministry of our new Rector! We just would have avoided
making use of the foal of a donkey for him to ride. That would be a bit too
presumptuous, don’t you think?
But the new Rector will be leading his first set of Sunday masses NEXT Sunday
which is the FIRST Sunday of the Church Calendar year, the beginning of the
Advent season, as we set our focus and devotions on the coming of Jesus Christ, both
in remembrance of his nativity through the “Mother” of God, Mary, and for that
time in the future when Jesus the Christ will come again in judgement and usher in
the NEW kingdom and the NEW earth.
“Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!” (from the end of the Revelation to John)
But what does that have to do with taking a Holy Week story of Jesus before His
crucifixion and pasting it in to the Sunday before Advent?
Well, just think of this way: the story is the culmination of all of our work and
prayers and hopes and dreams as disciples to be reminded that this man Jesus, who

is in fact the Son of God, is on that donkey colt representing the entrance of the
KING into the holy city Jerusalem. That story of course will have a quick narrative
leading to Jesus’ scourging, crucifixion and death. Not what we want for our King!
But it is the point of both Jesus coming into His Kingship, and what KIND of
Kingdom He is ushering in.
So here we will be finishing up a calendar year of the life and teaching of Jesus
Christ, and we will gather to culminate all that we have learned, shared, and also
GIVEN to this King of kings, and Lord of lords. It is incredibly moving to come
before THIS king and offer our lives to Him, and the substance of our lives. Besides
a feast day of culmination, the feast day also sets Jesus immovably as that Great
King who is faithful, and just, and cares, and nurtures, and best of all, SAVES. Yes,
Jesus Saves. That’s the meaning of His Name. And this Great King is coming,
therefore, let us not forget Who He Is, and let us continue through praise and
thanksgiving and service to keep our eyes and hearts on Him.
When you come to Church on Sunday, or as you take a look at the image for this
reflection, you will see what is the Great Window at the west end of the nave. Jesus
sits enthroned, with symbols of the four Gospel evangelists surrounding Him, as well
as other symbols of King, Priest and Prophet. But don’t overlook the colors.
Immediately surrounding Jesus’ head are two colors, mostly blues, and then gold, as
in His crown. Take a look at those blues, and then look at the new color behind the
high altar at the east end of the church. You will see an attempt to match one of
those lighter blues. If you were to look in the Mary chapel you would see the new
gold painted wall behind the altar there, matching the gold in the Great Window.
The blue is found in many churches like ours. It represents the heavens, and
specifically THE heaven, where Jesus sits enthroned, and from where He will preside
in that coming day over the creation of a new heaven. The gold represents the glory
of God as found in His Church where the Holy Spirit resides and makes holy, as well
as empowers, the spread of God’s Kingdom. It is here in the church that heaven and
earth are joined, in the remembrance of our Great King Jesus, in the consecration of
earthly elements of bread and wine which become the very presence of our King in
the Holy Sacrament of Communion, and thus the place where – while we wait – we
can meet and be IN communion with our King Jesus. We come and offer our lives
to the King; He comes having offered His life for us, and fills us with the benefits of
His kingdom as His heirs. Alleluia!
Fr, Robert G. Eaton, Interim Rector

Readings for this Sunday – Christ the King Sunday
Jeremiah 23:1-6 Psalm 46 Colossians 1:11-20 Luke 19:29-38
CALENDAR
SUNDAY: Christ the King Sunday
8:30am Low Mass (Church)
10:30am Solemn Mass (Church)
Noon Celebrating Fr. Robert Eaton’s Interim Ministry (Parish Hall)
7:00pm Little Apple Group (Parish Hall)
—The entrance to the church is on 6th Avenue—
Note: Coffee Hour & Fellowship follow the Mass in the Parish Hall.
TUESDAY:

Noon Mass (St. Mary’s Chapel)

THURSDAY

Thanksgiving Day
10:00p Mass with Hymns (Church)

FRIDAY

AA Meetings
8:00p Ladies’ Group (Fireside Room)
8:15p Men’s Group (Parish Hall)

SUNDAY

The First Sunday of Advent
8:00am Low Mass (Church)
10:30am Solemn Mass (Church)
Noon Welcome our new rector, Fr. Carlos Espósito (Parish Hall)
AA Meeting
7:00p Little Apple Group (Parish Hall)
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