"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through
traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation."
Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider
community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.

THIS SUNDAY December 13 & BEYOND
Rejoice always!

In the First Letter of St. Paul to the
Thessalonians—the document that several
scholars agree was the first New
Testament writing—he urges them to
rejoice always, to pray without ceasing
and to give thanks in all circumstances.
And the reason for this requirement is clear: “this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.”
The Third Sunday in Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday, a Latin word that means
rejoice, precisely because the words of the introit in the Roman mass are taken from
this Epistle of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians, beginning with the word Rejoice. The
color for this Sunday is rose, and flowers are used at the altar. It is like a break in the
more solemn tone of Advent, giving way to the deep feeling of true joy that the
certitude of this hopeful wait brings us amid our tribulations and uncertainties.
Our modern world is full of lures that push us towards the attainment of material
satisfactions. The level of sophistication of these attractions has risen considerably in
the last decades. The ones that have better financial means can attain more of these,

and so life centers in competing with one another for better gains. But the fact is
that there is a never-ending vicious circle of wanting more. And no true joy is ever
achieved.
Talking about rejoicing in our present situation may sound like an irony. There has
been and there is still a lot of suffering this year. However, it is not hard to imagine
that the recipients of Paul’s letter were not in a much more favorable situation.
These were new converts. People who had given up their pagan religion and
embraced the faith of Jesus’ Way of Love. But this had a cost. It severed their bonds
with their well-established communities, even with family members. It brought
them conflict and suffering — even persecution.
Only constant prayer and a deep feeling of thankfulness for the peace and grace that
their unshakable faith in Christ’s redeeming power brought them, could keep them
going. And this great faith is always expressed in authentic joy. But this is a joy to
be shared. Losing the bonds of their previous pagan worship had to be replaced by
the strong bonds of the Christian church, the holy assembly. That is why Paul
commands them to greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss and to read the
letter to all of them.
Today we Christians also need to pray unceasingly, and give thanks to God in all
circumstances, because our true joy does not come from passing favorable
conditions, but from the deep conviction that our God is a loving God, the God that
gave Himself for us so that we can have an abundance of selfless eternal life shared
with all. And we need to stand together, encourage one another, share and multiply
this authentic joy, and shout it from the top of the mountains if need be: Rejoice,
always rejoice!
Fr. Carlos E. Expósito, Rector
Readings for this Sunday – The Third Sunday of Advent — Rose Sunday
Isaiah 65:17-25 Psalm 126 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 John3:23-30

CALENDAR
Note: Sunday Mass is now via Zoom at 9am until further notice. Tuesday Noon Mass
is held in the courtyard. All other gatherings will be Zoom meetings. Visit our web
site for the Zoom link (see below).
SUNDAY

The Third Sunday of Advent — Rose Sunday
9:00am Mass via Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org
Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

TUESDAY Noon Mass in All Saints’ courtyard
FRIDAY

Noon Mass with Discussion and Insights into
Sunday’s Lectionary at the Meditation.
Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

SUNDAY

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am Mass via Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org
Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org
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